
Community Task Force for Suffolk University 
May 17th, 2006 

Minutes 
 
Task Force Roles: 
 
BRA Senior Project Manager/Planner: Gerald Autler 
Task Force Chair: Robert Whitney 
Task Force Vice-Chair: Beatrice Nessen 
Minute Takers: Steve Turner and Ania Camargo 
 
Present at Meeting: 
 
Gerald Autler, Ania Camargo, John Delano, Mike Feeley, Billie Lawrence, Nikko 
Mendoza, Dina Moeller, Beatrice Nessen, Tim Padera, Sita Smith, Evelyn Tobin, Steve 
Turner, Robert Whitney, Marty Walz 
 
Key Dates: 
 
Public Comment Period will officially end on May 22nd, however comments will be 
accepted until May 29th to allow for people attending the public meeting on 5/18 to 
submit their comments. 
 
Per Mike Feeley of Suffolk University, Scoping Determination will be extended to June 
6th, 15 days after the end of the public comment period. 
 
 
Task Force Meetings: 
 
The next Task Force meeting will be scheduled for next week or the week following 
(Rob will work with Gerald to do this over e-mail). The purpose of the meeting will be to 
review and discuss the city agency and public comments. Gerald will send out to all the 
members of the Task Force copies of the city agency comments prior to the meeting. The 
task force felt this was important because only one city agency attended the Scoping 
Session. 
 
Other proposed meeting dates going forward: 6/7, 6/21, 6/12, 6/19, 8/2. Meetings will 
start at 6:30 pm. Possible venues include: 74 Joy, Suffolk cafeteria, and 100 Cambridge 
Street. Rob will work with Gerald to figure out location for our next meetings. 
 
Role of the Task Force: 
 

− To serve as advisors to the BRA and to Suffolk University regarding the 
proposed project and the amendment to the Institutional Master Plan 

− Represent the views and perspectives of the community 
− Help shape the project to meet the needs of the community 



− Do not have ultimate vote. Ultimate vote rests with the BRA board, Zoning 
Commission, and the Mayor 

 
Per Gerald Autler, the goal of the process is that everyone on the Task Force feels that 
they have been heard and that the process was meaningful and it worked. 
 
Although this task force was created based on Suffolk’s filing of a Project Notification 
Form (PNF) and a second amendment to their Institutional Master Plan to the BRA, the 
goal is to set up an on-going Community Task Force to work with Suffolk on all issues 
that affect the community and their development of a new Institutional Master Plan. 
 
Timing and Process 
 
After the BRA delivers their scoping determination on June 6th – Suffolk University is 
required to respond to every point in the Scoping Determination and submit to the BRA a 
Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) and a draft IMP amendment. Per Mike Feeley, 
Suffolk will wait to hear from the task force before submitting any applications. 
 
There is then a 60 day public comment period after which the BRA issues a Preliminary 
Adequacy Determination (PAD) that lists the impacts the applicant must study further. 
BRA can waive further review if it determines it has adequate information. 
 
Based on the PAD, Suffolk would prepare a Final Project Impact Report (FPIR) which is 
reviewed by the BRA and public for a period of 60 days.  
 
After that, the BRA issues an Adequacy Determination that approves the project, 
disapproves it, or approves it with certain conditions. 
 
Marty Walz estimated that the whole process would take 9 months to 1 year. 
 
Process points that were raised but are not clear: 

1. What is Suffolk required to do under MEPA (state environmental agency) 
regulations 

2. Suffolk’s current IMP expires in February, 2007. Suffolk can choose to file for an 
extension of their current IMP or can file a new IMP. Task Force members felt 
that it was important for the Task Force to have information on Suffolk’s long 
term goals so that this project can be put into context. 

 
 
End Product of the Task Force 
 
Task Force can choose to write a final report. Marty Walz stated that the more active and 
involved the task force the better end product. Mike Feeley agreed saying that the 
community involvement in the 10 Somerset project had significantly improved that 
project. 
 



Information on Dorm on 10 Somerset Street 
 
− Billie Lawrence was also on the first task force 
− Proposed 500 beds but built 345 
− Proposed 19 floors, built 19 floors (182.5’; underlying zoning had been 125’) 
− FAR for the area of 8, approved Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 15 (FAR of proposed 20 

Somerset building per Steve Turner’s calculation is 33, four times the allowable FAR, 
Proposed height is 350 feet, allowable is 125 feet, therefore proposed building 225 
feet over allowable zoning.) 

 
Additional Data Requested by the Task Force: 
 
From Suffolk 
− Copy of original Institutional Master Plan 
− With regards to MEPA, what has happened in the past, where is Suffolk now with 

MEPA, and what will be required in the future- Suffolk has not yet file with MEPA. 
− Purchase and Sale Agreement – price, timeline, conditions of sale. Task force 

requested a copy of the Purchase and Sale agreement and its condition to closing. Per 
Mike Feeley, the closing is contingent on the issue of a building permit (which 
requires the project approval of BRA and Zoning Commission).  

− Status of the landmark review 
 
From BRA 
− Minutes from Task Force for 10 Somerset 
− Copy of Suffolk’s original Institutional Master Plan 

 
Additional Topics for Task Force Meetings: 

1. Landmark Status implications (presentation to be made to task force by Suffolk) 
2. Economics of the building – what is the economic viability of the building 
3. Suffolk plans for the future: growth, change from commuter school to on-campus 

housing 
4. Alternate locations for dormitory 
5. Understanding of who is the developer- BRA Project Review Guidelines require 

the identification of all involved parties and their financial stake in the project. 
What is role of DCAM, Weston Associates and Suffolk University. What is the 
role of the Commonwealth Group? 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Ania Camargo and Steve Turner 
May 18th, 2006 
  
 
 


